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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

RNDr. Ivan Mrazek (1940) studied geology at faculties
of science at Masaryk University (Brno) and Charles
University (Prague). During his professional career he
devoted particular interest to gemstones. He published
the results of his research in several books; the present
volume is his tenth scientific publication. He gathered
materials for the book over many years; he critically
evaluated published data, he visited the world's major
museums and archaeological sites around the world.

GEMSTONES OF ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

Gemstones are masterpieces of nature, and their mysterious sparkle has fascinated man from time immemorial.
The representative publication conveys the history of precious stones, as well as history as such. Gemstones on
its 382 pages, in 332 photographs and 50 illustrations reveal to us the life and problems of ancient civilizations.
The compelling text and extensive visual material draw readers directly into the long gone times which they
discover step by step thanks to the systematic documentation of archaeological finds - artefacts made of
precious stones.

The book is unique in its scope; it presents a summary of the existing knowledge about the subject. It will be of
use to experts on various ancient civilizations and those interested in mineralogy and archaeology, but it will
also certainly impress any lover of beauty, history and precious stones.
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